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Democracy

American playwright, son of Henry Church-
Ill De Mille. His plays include Strongheart,
The Warrens of Virginia, The Land of the
Free, and The Woman He collaborated also
in the authorship of The Genius, The Royal
Mounted, Classmates, and The Forest Ring,

Demise, a legal term signifying the trans-
ference of an estate by will or lease for a
term of years, or, less often} for life. When
used in a lease at common law the word de-
mise implied a covenant for quiet enioyment,
and no other word had this effect. In Eng-
lish law the term is also employed to denote
the transmission or passing of aE sovereign
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rights and properties to the successor of a
sovereign, upon the latter's death or abdi-
cation. It is spoken of as 'the demise of
the crown.*

Demiurge, the name applied by Plato in
the TimcBus to the creator of the universe,
who stands between the pure 'ideas* and
chaotic matter and combines them in the
actual world. Among the Gnostics he is
identified with Jehovah, the God of the Old
Testament.

Demobilization, the breaking up and dis-
charging of an army. The demobilization of
a great military force may be accomplished
in four ways: by military classes; by trades,
professions, etc.; by organizations; by indi-
viduals. In practice, however, it is found to
bo inadvisable to attempt to adopt either of

the first three methods to the complete ex-
clusion of the last
The plan of demobilizing by military classes
can be followed only in those countries where
a system of universal military training is in
operation, and hence is inapplicable in the
case of the American Army. Under this plan
the soldiers are demobilized according to
their ages, the oldest men being the first to
be returned to civil life. These are succeeded
by the next oldest class, and so on.
Following the Great War (1914-18) the U.
S War Department decided to effect the de-
mobilization of the Army by organized units,
the plan to be modified, however, so as to
permit the discharge, in proper cases, of in-
dividuals in advance of the demobilization oi
I the organizations in which they were serving.
I While it is of prime importance that the
Army shall be demobilized as rapidly as mili-
tary considerations will permit, care must be
taken not to discharge the men so rapidly as
to disorganize industrial conditions. As the
result of the signing of the armistice orders
for war material practically ceased and the
demand for labor fell off markedly. Plans
were at once laid to demobilize the forces in
the United States in the following order: i,
development battalions, 2. conscientious ob-
jectors not serving sentences, 3. Spruce Pro-
duction Division, 4 centra! training schools
for officers, 5. United States Guards, 6. rail-
way troops, 7. depot brigades, 8. replace-
ment camps, 9. combat divisions.
Many details incident to demobilization de-
mand careful attention. Only a few will be
mentioned for the purpose of illustration. Be-
fore discharge each soldier must undergo a
critical physical examination, for it is the
policy of the War Department to return no
man to civil life until he shall have become
as nearly fit physically as medical and surgical
skill can make him. A copy of the report
of physical examination must be transmitted
to the Bureau of War Risk Insurance if he
has been disabled in the service, in order that
he may receive compensation provided by
law. Every soldier must receive the full
amount of pay due him after settlement of
his indebtedness to the Government, and to
this end his accounts must be scrutinized. His
discharge certificate must be executed and
delivered to him, and transportation to his
home provided.
Democracy, a term signifying by its de-
rivation government by the people, and pop-
ularly contrasted since Aristotle (333 B.C.)
with monarchy, or the government of one*